Tainted
wellis
closed

Perth Amboy asks |
for DEP meeting

By ERIC J. GREENBERG '
News Trioune Stafl Wrier 8,,¢.9/ :

Perth Amboy yesterday temporarily
- shut down a contaminated drinking well
and also turned on a new experimental
well to take its place, following reports of
growing contamination at the Runyon
Watershed.

City officials also began to arrange an
emergency meeting with the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
Agency and two Old Bridge industrial
firms charged with polluting the water-
shed to discuss three possible ways to halt
spreading chemical and metal pollution.

Further, the Perth Amboy City Council
has given special environmental attorney
Joseph Maraziti Jr. authority to pursue
legal remedies, '

“The city has authorized me to
aggressively protect the quality of the
city’s water supply and seek recovery of

The 1;260-acre watershed at the od
Bridge-Sayreville border supplies drink-
in:dfv:_ter to 40,000" Perth Amboy resi-

dents. South Amboy is a water customer - .

of Perth Amboy.

PerthAmboyoécinlabegantlkinga ‘

series of g following reports that a
plume of tfl‘:;ustrul ' contamination is
spreading through two key wells — known
as 5 and 6 — which together represent
about 30 percent of the city’s total drink-
ing water supply.

Perth Amboy officials stressed there is
no apparent immediate threat to the city’s
drinking water, which continues to meet
state and federal standards, .

*“Things are happening very quickly,”
said Fletgcsher N. Platt of Killam Associ-
ates, an engineering consulting firm hired
by the city. “We're trying to schedule a
meeting with the the DEP ag soon as
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possible.” :

In a confidential report obtained
by The News Tribune, Platt told
the city that at Well No. 6, there is
an expansion ‘of a plume of g
cancer-causing agent — the vol-
atile organic compound (VOC)
chlorobenzene, '

Well No. 6 was shut down yes-
terday, but city officials said that
the action was because of a regular
shutting down of various wells, and;
not linked to news of the spreading’
pollution,

The city also maintained that-
they turned on the new experimen-"
tal drinking well, called a collector
well, whose capacity can replace -
Well No. 6's one million gallons al:
day output three timeg over, wag*.
part of a longterm plan.

They said the temporary shut- .-
down of Well No. 6 and the open- .

. ing of the new well

Y Was a coincidence. = -~
Platt said the emergency meet-~
ing, tentatively scheduled for next:
week, will allow the parties to.
i options on how te:
handle the spreading contami.
nation. '
Th(e: options include;
ontinued testing, observa-
tion, and use of Well No, 6 and

nearby Well No. 5, threatened with -
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- zin¢ contamination which may ex-

ceed drinking water standards, :
ld::equestixé%s ﬂc‘:i two g::'l
ridge firms, emical Co..
and .g‘leadison Inlg::tries Inc,, to;
provide further ¢ treatment-
oftbewgterinweﬂn%pande. a
B Shutting down both wells;|

mckandahardphee,cityeonmﬂt;;.
ing engineer Platt explained. o

It is undesirable to deliver:
water which contains any concen.;
tration of contaminant,” Platy’
said. “This concern leads to to the-
answer thai Wells No. 5 and No. 67
should be shut down, K

“However, if Wells No. 5 and 6_7 A

are shut down, the potential for
further spread of the contami-
nation is increased,” Platt said.
“This is a very difficult situ-
ation. The city would prefer not to
have its residents subjected to any
levels of contamination. Even
though all the finished drinkineg

meeting]. I'd ljke

water has met state 'a;ld‘.f;&‘;;;f
drinking water Standards, there

- are very small traceg of [pol-

lution. |”

Spokesmen for CPS and
Mac,ilson yesterday disputed the

“Of course we would [attend 4

Zilchlmllu,tlon at the watershed. .

there is no mi-.

gration of zinc,” he gaid. As far ag-
&rgnm (VOCs), X unfam..
with Oorganics. i .
sible for thayn " "eePOn
. ili M i l’ i ;

nei l:mg glpsg’ president of
Teport about rising chlorobenzene
drinking wells -

gl:';‘l?ney.” o
Meisel, whose company the courts

fougd responsible for volatile op-
ganic pollution at the watershed,

the city’s.

“We have the data,” Meige]

maintained, “The organics are
spreading,
anything, and it didn't come froni;
Meanwhile, city Bys;
ministrator Larpy pop." e Ad
them to tum on the new collnmor.T

well ] i a
ks of watcr sapirut Suflerng &

idly, it’ -
itz:r’x':ot a thrle:tnto::

ye!terday:
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